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3.2 3@ #3% (Plain verbs)
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MY [ e RaE P”’EFTJI« [ 116 ) e FEE“W—H'EJ (TR (T0)-(Te))
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3.3 "FJE )% (Agreement verbs)
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Agreement in Taiwan Sign Language

James H-Y. Tai and Shiou-fen Su
National Chung Cheng University

Agreement constitutes the most important mechanism in sign languages to
indicate the subject-object relationship. This paper uncovers four different forms
of the agreement mechanism in Taiwan Sign Language: (a) direction of moving
verbs in signing space, (b) direction of eye gaze, (c) same-hand strategy, and (d)
auxiliary markers. The employment of these four different ways of agreement
varies, depending on three major different types of verbs in sign language, that is,
plain verbs, agreement verbs, and spatial verbs. It is also observed that different
native signers of Taiwan Sign Languages vary in their choices of these four forms.
As a correlation with the rich agreement mechanism, word order is relatively free
in Taiwan Sign Language as in other sign languages. The trade-offs between word
order and agreement verbs in indicating grammatical relations are therefore true to
both spoken languages and signed languages.

Key words: sign language, Taiwan Sign Language, agreement, subject, object,
plain verb, agreement verb, spatial verb, eye gaze, same-hand
strategy, word order
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