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Categorical Structure of the Classifier mi** ‘tail’
in Sixian Hakka

James H-Y. Tai Li-wen Wu
National Chung Cheng University Yuemei Elementary School, Keelung

In this study, a new method is designed to collect classifiers in Chinese dialects.
This method consists of three related psycholinguistic experiments: classifier
production, rating, and listing. Twenty illiterate, monolingual Hakka speakers in
Miaoli County, Taiwan, were selected for our study. Based on the data elicited
from the twenty subjects through the three experiments, we are able to construct
the categorical structure of the classifier mi** “tail’ in Sixian Hakka, its center
members being fish and snake, with dragon, lizard, shrimp, and others as more
peripheral members. As the monolingual Hakka speakers are disappearing fast,
this study also preserves a set of precious data for Sixian Hakka as used in Taiwan.
Key words: Classifiers, Sixian Hakka, mi** “tail’, prototypes, categorical structure,

object properties
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