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1

2.
2.1

Serial Verb Construction

Li & Thompson 1973, 1981  Li & Thompson 1981:595

1a-d

1  a.  (consecutive)
     b.  (purpose)

     c.  (alternating)

     d.  (circumstance)

Li & 
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     d. /
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10  a. 

       b. 

2007

2.3 
    Vendler 1967 Smith

1997 Vendler

1967 :

11 a. states

      b. accomplishments

      c. achievements
/

      d. activity

Vendler achievements

Smith 1997 semelfactives

Pustejovsky

1995

individual-level states
stage-level states
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States

Activity

Accomplishments

Achievements /

Semelfactives

Vendler (1957) Dowty 1979
unbounded/atelic for-adverbial in-adverbial

She walked for an hour/*in an hour

bounded/telic in-adverbial for-adverbial
He won the game in an hour/*for an hour

for-adverbial in-adverbial

Chang 2009 46-83

 ‘ ’ 1 13
 ‘ ’

 ‘ ’ 14 15

12

13
14 a.    

      b. *

15 a.     

      b. ?

Li & Thompson 1981 , Chu 1987 , Yeh

1993 , Smith 1997 , Wu 2007
(durative marker) Dai 1993

JCL_Vol42-1_FA02_15Jan2014.indd   43JCL_Vol42-1_FA02_15Jan2014.indd   43 23/1/14   11:53 AM23/1/14   11:53 AM



44 JOURNAL OF CHINESE LINGUISTICS    VOL. 42, NO. 1 (2014) 

unbounded

Yeh 1993

change of state
change of 
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18 - 19
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individual-level states 20 - 22

Chao 1968; Comrie 1976

Li & Thompson 1981; Zhang 1995; Xiao & McEnery 
2004
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20 * accomplishment

21 * achievement

22 * individual-level state
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23 24
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3.
3.1

Tai 1985
Principle of Temporal Sequence PTS
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Allen 1983, 1984
3

                                  

  1. before a, b        a     b  

    a b               

  2. meets a, b

    a b         a         b 

  3. overlaps a, b               

    a b          a    

                                     

                                       b 

              

  4. starts a, b                   

    a b               a      

                    b             

                                   

                                            

  5. during a, b

  b a          a 

                    b     

  6. finishes a, b            a       

  a b           

                                          b   
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  7. equals a, b                          

a b              a         

                                      b     
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 b. 

           1     2         
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Chappell 1994

head noun
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Chu 1998
manner adverbial
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4.

unbounded

(NOTES) 

*

1.

2. Allan  before a, b before b,a

. Hwang 2008
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TEMPORAL SEQUENCE STRUCTURE AND  

THE ASPECT MARKER -ZHE IN CHINESE 

Hui-hua Hwang  James H-Y. Tai 
National Chung Cheng University, Taiwan 

ABSTRACT 

This paper discusses the distribution of aspect marker -zhe in Chinese 

serial verb constructions (SVCs) with the aim of accounting for the 

factors that constrain its distribution. It is proposed that both event types 
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and temporal structure should be taken into consideration. It has been 

pointed out that the occurrence of the aspect marker -zhe with V1 in SVCs 

requires that V1 denoted an unbounded eventuality.  That is, when the 
first subevent of an SVC is an activity, a stage-level state, or a 

semelfactive, the aspect marker -zhe must occur in the SVC, whereas 

when the first subevent of an SVC is an accomplishment, an achievement, 
or an individual-level state, the aspect marker -zhe must not occur. In 

addition, the aspect marker -zhe is obligatory when the two subevents 
have full overlapping temporal structure, while it is prohibited when there 

is no or partial overlap in temporal structure. Moreover, we have 

explained why an SVC without -zhe may have multiple readings, but the 

ambiguous readings disappear when it occurs with the aspect marker -zhe.

SUBJECT KEYWORDS 
Serial verb construction  Aspect marker–zhe Event structure  

Temporal sequence  
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